Re-thinking what you do

Case study: stepping outside your comfort zone \9
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The MadCap column

In this regular column,

provides tips for complex searches in Flare.

Flare’s Find and Replace window enables
you to easily search for text in your
projects. However, finding entities

such as tables, graphics, highlighting,
variables and conditions is not so
intuitive. Table 1 shows how to perform
such searches. (For all searches the

Find in source code check box must be
selected.)

Backing up prior to replace operations

Table 1 includes tips for globally
replacing code. You should back up your
project prior to performing any such
operations.

Regular expressions

Besides the operations shown in the
table you can use regular expressions
to perform find operations, (see
http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Regular_
expression).

Although Flare enables you to use
regular expressions in the Find what
field, it does not support regular
expression ‘backreferences’ in the
Replace with field. You can only replace

a found string with a standard string.
For example, you cannot remove tags
around text while leaving the text
between the tags intact. To do this use
a third-party tool such as Microsoft
FrontPage or FAR HTML.

Pre-loading the ‘Find what'list

When a Flare project is opened, the last
15 searched terms appear in the drop-
down list of the Find what field (the
list is not project-dependent). You can
easily create a Windows registry file to
pre-load the list with search terms that
are hard to remember. Then, whenever
you want to refresh the list you just
close Flare, double-click the registry file
and restart Flare.

Note: Users need administrative rights
to run the registry file.

Caution: Take great care when
working with the Windows registry as
incorrect edits can leave your system
totally unusable.

The safest procedure for creating the
registry file is as follows:

1. In any Flare project, search one by
one for up to 15 terms in the Find
and Replace window.

2. Open the registry. (Windows 7: Click
the Start button and type regedit
in the ‘Search programs and files’
field; other systems: consult the
system help file).

3. Find the key: HKEY_CURRENT_USER\
Software\MadCap Software\
Flare\DialogSettings\B3.AppKit.
FindAndReplaceDialog version.1\
Values_mWord

4. Right-click Values_mWord, select
Export, choose a name and location
for the registry file and click OK.

5. Close the registry.

Any user can now pre-load the Find what

list by double-clicking this registry file.
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62 -MadCap tips

Table 1. MadCap Flare Find scenarios

To do this: ...enter this search term
(change the text in bold according to your project)
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